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WELCOME KDDORESS BY THE CHIEF JUDCE OF BENUE
SETATE, HOR. JUSTICE I. HWHDE ON THE OCCASION OF
OFFICIAL COMMISSIONING OF THE JUDICIAL
RESEARCH CENTER ONW Z5™ DAY OF SEPTEWMEER,
2009

PROTOCOL:

I Givi highily delighted to address chis august
gathering on the occosion of the officiol
cominiissioning of the Judsciai Eeseqrch Cantre.

I welcome i a wvery special way His
Excellency, Rt. Hon. &, T. Suswam, the Executive
GCovernor of our Stave when inspite of shart
notice hegis offered 1] el himiselr {2
commission the cencre. | egually warmly
welcome his able Deputy Chief Steven Lowoand,
thie Spealer, Benue Sstuote Houvse of Assembly and
his entourdge, and other top governnicnt
Functionaries.

I welcome the High Court Judges and ol the
Legal Lusninaries in our mildst.

To our visitors From Abwuja, 1| say welcamia €
RMokurdi, & town of serene baauty, the capital of
our beloved Benue State.

Today warks o milestone in the annals of
our Judicial kistory as we ave on the rood miap
o gredtness in the contemigorary legal worlel.

A Judicial Resegrch Centre, put in place by
the Urilted Nations COffice on Drogs oand Crime

(FNODC) v coliaboration with the State Judiciary,



f and well equipped with the latest information
technology gadget, is veady for commissioning
this morning. Thanks to the URODC For TS
remendous support in actualizing thils dreann. it
was the officicls of o that sold tiis idea to

the State Judiciary and we guickly embraced the

ideqa and commenced work on the project.

The URODCs support to ten pilot state,
Eenue inclusive) has moade great strides in the
grea of troining and retraining of ouv stalF
through organization of vorieties of workshops
and helped to evolve an getion plan From wihilch
we con locdte our Denring.

vour Exceliency the centre you dare about o
commission is the first of its Kind in the Woreh
central zone and is well eguipped o neat the
recparch needs of cur stoff, and con compete
witihh diny vesearch cenitre elsewhere. AS John
Donne once said:

“pio man is an isicnd entively unto

HinselF.
A Judge does not huave the wmwicnopely oF
knowledge. As such e needs To constantly keeg
gract with the happenings in the other
jurisdictions s he ottends To ndividual
probliems on o case by cose and day by day
basis. This is tantamount to seif developinent '

the art of judging ard incerpretation of the ligvad.



The advancement of this legal ocnd judicicl
knowledge is whor s pockaged todoy ws
Resaarvehn centre, o wed grogvamnied sysoent ofF
continuing legal and ludicial education through
whaot we ore witnessing coday. The world IS rast
bBecoming o lobal villege. Crime hds become o
sophisticaced phencivienon and only o muascery
of these letest tricks can check this wgly trend.

Finally, | assure the UNODE Wanagenment
tedm oF ouf continuous readiness o parcner
witihh them it capacity building to enhance the
efficiency wiid productivity of our judiciary. | am
SUre that His Excellency is pressed with whiat
vou have done to the Stave judiciary cnd will be
ready te gssist in any wihy to aduainece the guest
of Benue Judiciary For excelience.

Once again, 1 express our proFound
gratitude to the leadership of UNODT in Nigevic
and the entive staff and wish thenm an exciviag
stay in the country. We loalk fovwara oo
continuing partnershilp s we strive (o mprove
the guality and specd of our GUTPHUE.

May | at this stoge Invite His Exceltency who
hos groaciously groced this occosicn (o address
this gocthering ongd commission the Judiciol

Res@aircll Candre.



